
Growing up, dance was all I cared about. Through that dedication, I learned the meaning of hard work, perseverance, artistry, 

perfectionism, and passion in a way I didn’t understand until much later in life. I knew my dedication to dance made me 

special compared to other kids when I was younger, but now I’ve realized the traits that came through dancing as a student 

have made me stand out as an adult in the professional world as well. While dance is very much still an art form I practice 

and enjoy, I have chosen other paths outside of that for my career. The way I view a job, or a project, or a new undertaking is 

superior to that of most of my peers because I had to prove myself and push myself and earn my role from such a young age 

as a dancer. I graduated from high school as valedictorian, I graduated college with high honors, I went straight from college 

into a position as Editor for Business People and Fort Wayne Living magazines, I’ve been an accountant/office administrator 

for a major retail company in LA, and I’m currently working as an Executive Assistant for the Owner of one of the world’s 

fastest growing lifestyle brands in New York City. And I know for a fact, I wouldn’t have achieved any of this if I hadn’t been 

a dancer growing up.

S TA C E Y  R O O T

I had no idea where my life was going to take me when I was in high school, let alone whether or not I was going to dance 

professionally. However, because of dance I learned endurance, respect for myself and others, work ethic, humility, time 

management, gratitude, physical and mental fitness, creativity, and prioritization among many other valuable life skills. 

Committing to such a rigorous program trained me to learn how to care for my health and well being as well, as manage my 

time with the copious AP classes I was also taking. Because I had a physical and creative outlet, I was able to complete my 

academic work thoroughly and efficiently, allowing me to become Valedictorian of  Canterbury High School. Learning how to 

juggle all of this is how I was able to handle the even more intense commitments I faced in my 3 years at New York University. 

In my professional dance career in New York City, I have found that while talent is important, like all other careers, work 

ethic, demeanor, and professionalism will get you the job. Dance is my deepest love, my profession, and my way of life, but 

regardless of where my life goes, I possess all of these wonderful human qualities because of dance.  

J O S H  Z A C H E R

I recieved dance training from many different instructors throughout my time as a dancer. I learned at a young age the 

value of listening, learning and growing, regardless of  who I was receiving instruction from. Along with a strong work ethic 

and plenty of determination, I could be the best dancer I could be. As a dancer turned design and marketing manager by 

day and dance teacher by night, I use what dance taught me in my professional  world. I wouldn’t be where I am, and who I 

am, today without this. I have dance to thank for learning many life skills, but also expression of self; passion. To tell a story 

without saying a word is very rewarding for both dancer and viewer. The opportunity to help cultivate a young, flourishing 

artist is nothing short of amazing and fulfilling. I embrace giving back what I’ve learned from dance and passing on the value 

of work ethic, determination and passion. From being accepted into a rigourous training program as a dancer to landing a 

desirable job right out of college, it takes extreme amounts of passion with a nod to talent to acheive goals, not just in the 

dance studio, but into life’s next chapters. 

K AT I E  D E C K E R

DANCE
W H Y  W E


